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 Tord Gustavsen piano

 Jarle Vespestad drums

 Harald Johnsen double-bass

the press:

· "I dette musikalske rommet vil jeg være lenge – svært lenge." (Aftenposten - terningkast 5) 

· "12 nydelig anslåtte pianomeditasjoner" (Dagbladet - terningkast 5) 

· "[M]elodiliner og fraseringar i eit nydeleg triosamspel der skiljet mellom improvisert og arrangert musikk er oppheva. ... Det er frigjerande å lytte til. .. eit nytt, strålande album." (Dagsavisen) 

· "Høy himmel. I en verden hvor mye står på hodet, bærer Tord Gustavsens tonespråk et anstrøk av trøst og berikelse. ..  store instrumentalister.” (Dagens Næringsliv) 

· "Himmelsk hymnisk jazz. .. Dette er salmar utan ord, kontemplative musikkstykke som gjer godt langt inni sjela." (Vårt Land)

· ".. helhet, nyanser, homogenitet og konsistens i form av dvelende musikk .. Dette er både luftig, reflekterende og melodisk vakkert." (Bergens Tidende - terningkast 5) 

· "[G]limrende pianojazz. Musikken har både lyrisk skjønnhet, dynamikk og kraft. Vakre stemninger, kreativt solospill og et nyansert triouttrykk med indre nerve. Hva mer forlanger du?" (Avisa Nordland)

· "For noen avleveringer, for noen komposisjoner. For noen musikere. I verdensklasse!" (Tønsbergs Blad - terningkast 6)

· ”Det neste store norske navnet i internasjonal jazzverden ..  denne gangen er han enda mer insisterende, enda mer melodiøs og enda mer lyrisk. Musikk for ettertanke og en ren nytelse!” (VG – terningkast 5) 

· ”Makeløs melodisk følsomhet. En ubetinget nytelse.” (Nordlys – terningkast 6)

· “Beautiful, moving and powerful .. amazing understanding .. one of the freshest sounding trios in modern jazz” (AudioEnz – New Zealand; etter pre-release i Australia oktober 2004)

· "The Ground is uniformly beautiful, and the trio's rigorously restrained playing is a complete marvel. I've already saved space at the top of my 2005 list for The Ground." (JazzTimes, USA) 

· ".. a style full of implied meanings and inverted historical references. Contemplative but in no way spineless .. this is a fine recording that rewards repeated listening." (BBC Music Magazine, UK - * * * * for both sound and performance) 

· "Quiet, introspective jazz piano has rarely if ever been so flavorful or so, yes, compelling. 
  An artist to watch, Tord Gustavsen is one of the most intricate voices in jazz to emerge in many years." (Stereophile Magazine, US - recording of the month May 2005) 

· "The album is utterly gorgeous, I keep playing it for sheer pleasure. ... Gustavsen's touch and tone are ravishing, and Johnsen and Vespestad match him for quality, all captured in superb recorded sound. ... a mesmeric and enriching experience." (Jazzreview, UK) 

· "On The Ground, Gustavsen once again demonstrates an enviable knack for penning compositions as simple, tuneful and seemingly inevitable as folk songs or hymns. ...  Vespestad fashions ever-surprising propulsion from little more than an implication of shimmering cymbals and rustling brushes; pianist and bassist trade lead and support roles with confidence and grace. .. quiet fire." (Time Out New York) 

· "The music shimmers." (Village Voice, New York) 

· "one of the most beautiful and moving records I've heard. Gustavsen has the most delicate touch and a great sensitivity to the pure sound of the piano." (Northern Echo, UK) 

· "His original songs resonate with solid, reassuring melodies and spare improvisations that are at once accessible and comforting. This trio thrives on understatement but the results are never less than warmly engaging. It's gratifying to hear the TG Trio emerge as a fully formed unit with genuinely fresh ideas and musical stories to tell." (Primetime, UK) 

· "For a European group, Tord Gustavsen's trio has gained a lot of traction with American jazz listeners. The band's overall sound is sleekly new, but Mr. Gustavsen's melodies point to durable elements of older culture: little figures that suggest gospel, pop, flamenco or Baroque music, or maybe a weepy standard that Frank Sinatra was singing in the early 50's. Anyway, he's got it: a pop-music quality, the charisma of sadness. This charisma plays out extra slowly, in minor keys and with a nearly stifling control over dynamics. .. I admire Mr. Gustavsen's professional discipline to strap himself to the strategy that works the best." (New York Times) 

· "The Ground does not disappoint. The transparency that marked out Changing Places, has become more sharply defined, while the compositions are shaped with greater clarity of musical vision, allowing Gustavsen to weave his captivating, highly melodic improvisations to greater effect. Somehow this group draws you into its music, and each piece is a musical journey within the totality of the album itself. When the album is over you realize the extent to which this group has probed into the very heart of musical meaning. .. There really is not a piano trio in the whole of jazz that sounds like Gustavsen’s, which has continued to grow together into a remarkably integrated unit refining a vision of jazz that is very much its own." (Jazzwise - UK) 

· "Soulfully hip. Haunting, hook-based themes delivered as a close three-way embrace. .. Gustavsen may not play many notes, but he does make them all count, and Vespestad's patient, multi-textured drumming is hypnotic listening." (The Guardian - UK * * * *) 

· "The most enthralling pianist/composer and trio to emerge for an age ... follow up the sensational Changing Places with a second set of pellucid ballads, ghostly tangos and gently twinkling ice-funk. Slightly freer than before, but no less stately, The Ground is reverie music of the highest order. … In short, this album will make your life better." (The Independent On Sunday - UK) 

· "lyrically memorable and passionately sober originals -- melodic beauty and expressive execution" (Billboard, USA) 

· "a very focused recording - haunting, atmospheric and austerely beautiful" (Andy Hamilton, The Wire) 
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