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Tord Gustavsen Trio

The Ground
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Tord Gustavsen (p); Harald Johnsen (b); Jarle Vespestad (d)


The Gustavsen trio is proving to be something of a phenomenon. It was word of mouth and the bush telegraph that led to its debut album from 2003, Changing Places, achieving over 60,000 worldwide sales in  its first year. For a jazz record, that’s remarkable. Even more remarkable for a Norwegian group that no one had ever heard of. Then there was its UK tour last year. No advertising to speak of, no press, yet the two gigs I went to were standing room only. Expectations were therefore running high for the follow-up album,  and the The Ground does not disappoint. The transparency that marked out Changing Places,  has become more sharply defined, while the compositions are shaped with greater clarity of musical vision, allowing Gustavsen to weave his captivating, highly melodic improvisations to greater effect. Somehow this group draws you into its music, and each piece is a musical journey within the totality of the album itself. When the album is over you realize the extent to which this group has probed into the very heart of musical meaning. ‘Tears Transforming’ moves into ‘Being There’ which moves into ‘Twins’ yet within each Gustavsen has explored each microscopic corner of the song pulling you in, with great patience and finesse, to his own musical world. Johnsen and Vespestad have broadened their roles within Gustavsen’s music and shape and shade his improvisations in a way that gives the inspirational side of his musical personality more focus. There really is not a piano trio in the whole of jazz that sounds like Gustavsen’s, which has continued to grow together into a remarkably integrated unit refining a vision of jazz that is very much its own.

Stuart Nicholson.

