TORD GUSTAVSEN

Changing Places

CHOC *
Review from the leading French jazz magazine « Jazzman »

[Translated by Marie-Laurainne Rey-Jouvin]

Is the trio still possible? Piano, double-bass, drums: historic references weigh so heavy, some are still at the top (Keith Jarrett…), that the bet is risky. And even more exciting…

The intimate earthquakes in this musical field over the last ten years have brought Brad Melhldau’s trio, then Jean-Michel Pilc’s trio, and to begin the new century, EST of Esbjorn Svensson. And then a Norwegian trio seduced the ears of Manfred Eicher (which isn’t easy!), and is now seducing us. One hour of pure sensuality. With the double bass player Harald Johnsen, and Jarle Vespestad on the drums, pianist and composer (and what a wonderful melodist!), Tord Gustavsen is absolutely outstanding.

An incredible sensibility, a touch of an indescribable sweetness… But without an ounce of sticky sentimentality. An intense groove but in a low voice; a sonorous singing but with sealed lips.

Tord Gustavsen is 33 years old and he already has a long career, working primarily with singers; Jarle Vespestad is well-known in electro-jazz with Supersilent or in experimental rock with Farmer’s Market; Harald Johnsen brilliantly plays less than 30 notes a minute most of the time… In Graceful Touch, Where Breathing Starts, Deep as Love or Song of Yearning, they are masters of feelings rediscovered.

Alex Dutilh

* « Choc » is the magazine’s highest critical award
